The Black Beret
The British army has adopted its head dress from many of its enemies and also its allies thought its many wars and skirmishes, The Lancers cap was adopted from the poles in 1815, the Bearskin of the Guards Regiments was copied from the Imperial Guard of Napoleon. The BLACK BERET is no exception.

In the First World War Tank crew members were supplied with a leather helmet similar to Airmen, this was found to be impractal so they were then issued with a tin helmet with chain mail visors to protect them from the steel SPLASH when the tank was struck by heavy machine gun bullets. In 1918 General Elles and Colonel Buller discussed the future of the Tank Corps and its uniform. Fortunately in the area at the time, were the 70th Chasseurs Alpines and General Elles tried on their Beret. Following further discussion General Elles liked the BLACK BERET and it was adopted for the British Tank Corps.
The BLACK BERET was approved by the King on the 5th March 1924 for the exclusive use of the Royal Tank Corps. It was observed by others that it was a most practical headdress and its use was extended to the Royal Armoured Corps in 1940.

At the conclusion of WW2 when the Blue Beret was introduced, the Royal Tank Regiment reclaimed their right to the exclusive wearing of the BLACK BERET. It may not be worn by any other Regiment or Corps except by the Westminster Dragoons.
The wearing of Black Overalls is also a preserve of the Royal Tank Regiment and is enshrined in Material Regulation Volume 3, Pamphlet No4 (Code 13251). It follows the Royal Review in Aldershot before King George V on the 13th July 1935 when Black Overalls were worn by all ranks of the Royal Tank Corps. The wearing of Black Overalls ceased during WW2 but was revived in the 1950s.
The Royal Tank Regiment Colours are BROWN-RED & GREEN; this came about just before the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. General Elles, wanting to identify his tank during the battle, went into a shop and bought some lengths of silk, which were Brown-Red & Green. The silks were sewn together and flown from his tank which was named “HILDA” when he led the Tank Corps into battle.

The colours were to signify the struggle of the tanks “From Mud through Blood to the Green Fields beyond”. The interpretation was suggested by Colonel Fuller.

The flag is proudly flown wherever “Tankies” congregate and whenever they parade. The flag is flown with the Green uppermost.
