Rural Affordable Housing

Every house within the village, as defined by the Residents’ Association boundaries, should have received a leaflet from the Parish Council inviting parishioners to an open day on March 10th 2010 at the Hughenden Parish Council Offices in Great Kingshill.

This is the beginning of a process where all views are important 
Some four years ago, a survey was done to investigate the likely demand for rural affordable housing and it appeared that there was a need.  The Parish Council therefore set about looking at the feasibility of providing for this need and has now found a possible site.  It is now time to hear from residents.

It has not been possible to bring this subject into the open before now as this sort of project is commercially very sensitive.  Many sites and developers have been considered before coming to the proposed site and developer and this was made on the basis of information available and requested.

This area has a high proportion of retired people and house prices are relatively high – probably because it is a desirable place to live.  This means that many younger people cannot afford homes.   Those with offspring in the area know how lucky they are.

The idea of affordable housing is that people with a close connection with the Parish can live in the area.  This is a definite requirement – the housing is not for anybody who does not have a close connection, either through a close relative residing in the Parish, or through working in the Parish.  The Parish Council is consulted with regard to the local connection to check eligibility and this must be proven.
The open day is now being held to show what the proposals are and to give people an opportunity to formally register for a home.  There is a difference between expressing a vague interest four years ago and giving a much firmer commitment nearer this time.  Typically, and it is typically, no more than one third of the demand is catered for.

Should it be decided to go ahead with the housing, then the Parish Council will take great pains to ensure that the overall appearance of the site is pleasing and fits in with the area.  Projects in other villages have resulted in some fine developments.

It is strongly recommended that residents come to the open day, where members of the Parish Council and the developers will be available to answer your questions and receive your comments.

There will no doubt be many rumours circulating about this proposal.  These will be rumours.  Hard facts will be available at the open day.

