Hughenden Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG)

Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 25th February 2010 at 

Hughenden Parish Council Office

Attendees:      Jill Armshaw           -     Hughenden RA

                           Dani Bowman
    -     RAF Police



   Graham Burford      -     RAF Police



   Paul Cawte
     -    Hughenden RA

                        Peter Charles           -    Great Kingshill RA

                        Natalie Hall PCSO  -    TV Police


             Jill Jackling              -

                            David Jarman           -
Hughenden PC -Kingshill ward

   Stan Jones
                -
Chairman

   Cath Macleod           -
Great Kingshill RA

                        John Marchant          -   Widmer End Village Hall

                        Lin Smith                  -   Hughenden PC-Hughenden ward

                        Lee Turnham PC       -
 TV Police


                Marianne Tyler
       -   Widmer End School-STP

                        Judy Whitehouse       -   Hughenden PC –Naphill ward

                        John Wood                 -   Naphill/Walters Ash RA

Welcome:
The Chairman welcomed all attendees.

Apologies:        

                     Terry Williams, David Davis, Gloria LeFlaive, Julie Gibbs, Trevor Dean and Hugh McCarthy.

Chairman’s Comments

The Chairman reminded everyone that the role of the NAG was to identify and be seen to solve local problems through its partners. It must not become a box ticking exercise.

The Chairman had attended a NAG Chairs meeting on Monday 22nd Feb. The following points were raised:

1. The Police and Councils are to be “rated” on public confidence in future.

2. NAG Neighbourhood Newsletters were to become more widely circulated.

3. The police “have your say” meetings to be publicised widely. They would feed appropriate problems to NAGs, possibly removing the need for annual questionnaires, depending on each NAG’s wishes. 

4. With the new alignments NAGs will work very closely with Parish Councils to bring all the NAG partners together to solve problems.

5. County and District council employees would only attend NAG meetings by request because of budget cuts.

6. 300 GBP was available to each NAG to be spent before the end of March 2010.

7. Some NAGs invite a couple of youths to part of a particular meeting (maybe 15-20 mins) to obtain their views.

8. Two NAGs are active users of Community Speedwatch and may give us some useful tips.

Minutes of Last meeting;

The Minutes of the last meeting held at the Parish Office on 14th January 2010 were agreed by all attending.

Matters arising;

All the matters arising from the last meeting were on the agenda and therefore it was agreed to discuss them when they arose.

Registration of Members

The last few Members who had not done so were asked to complete the registration forms.

Questionnaire

                     Comments received on the questionnaire were discussed by Stan and Lee and as many incorporated as possible. The questionnaire has been produced ready for circulation. There was discussion on the location of “drop boxes” placed in local shops and community gathering places to maximise distribution. Using Ringmaster and NHW coordinators was also suggested.

                                                                                                  Action: Lee T.

Any further suggestions to increase the returns from the questionnaire to Stan or Lee please.                                                                          Action: All

Speeding
The SID was now at the Hazlemere police office, has been found to suffer a software fault and is therefore not now available for use, but should be repaired in a couple of weeks.

The Speed Reduction Working Group met last night. The Chair, Cath Macleod reported on progress. Cath was the representative for the Great Kingshill area, Lin Smith for the Hughenden area and Natalie Hall the Police Rep. Two further persons were being sought from Widmer End and Naphill areas. Lee Turnham had passed to Cath the data already collated from the previous “three-parish” NAG and she had separated out and ranked the data for Hughenden. Cath was asked to circulate this output and the Strategy Document being prepared.

The previously mentioned contact with Risborough regarding Community Speedwatch would be followed up.

It was agreed that the 300 GBP would be committed to hiring speed-measuring equipment, covering three two-week sessions. 

                                                                                            Action:  Cath M.

Anti-Social Behaviour

Lee Turnham reported that anti-Social behaviour is still very low around the area. The problem of quad bikes causing a nuisance would be monitored and the police informed if it recurs.

As the evenings lengthen ASB may grow. In particular the new play areas at Great Kingshill will be monitored, as they are likely to attract a large number of youths who may get “boisterous”. 

Action :  LT/All

The possible use of probationers under the “Community Payback” scheme was raised. Clearing litter in the worst areas such as Cryers Hill was raised, but this was likely to be outside the scope of the scheme. Perhaps residents could be encouraged to help on special “clean-up” days.

Graffiti clean-up kits were used by Hughenden Valley RA and can be made available to others together with training.

Complaints had been received of cyclists weaving on and off pavements, and children on bikes on pavements. Lee asked for more information on the location and more details of incidents please.

Action: All

Burglary

There had been two burglaries in the area since the last meeting, which is quite low. Both had involved breaking into sheds to obtain tools to use to break in. Sheds should always be locked and shed alarms are available via NHW and others.

Communications

The Media Working Group has yet to meet.

Various communications have been circulated since the last meeting including the January NAG Neighbourhood Newsletter, February update from the Ian Hunter, Chiltern police Commander, Community Payback info and WDC Safety Newsletter.

A great deal of pressure has been put to get ringmaster messages to contain good news such as police successes and this will start soon.                                                                                                            

Youth Involvement

As youth involvement remained a problem and direct membership of the NAG was not likely to be successful, the idea of inviting youths to address the future meetings ,as successfully done in other NAGs, or possibly to a smaller subset would be pursued.

Action: Natalie Hall

Previous ideas such as setting up some form of working group of young people to give their views, possibly via the Hughenden Football Club, linking the website into a youth section and the involvement of other members from this element of the community would still be looked into when the recent bad weather improves.

     








Action: Lee T.

Parking

The issue of parking by schools, particularly at GKCS, Cryers Hill created considerable discussion. Natalie Hall and Cath Macleod reported several incidents of poor behaviour by parents/guardians. The situation would continue to be addressed by the police and further actions take place as needed to ensure the safety of all and minimise obstruction of traffic.

Any Other Business 

It was proposed and agreed unanimously to elect Lin Smith as Deputy Chairperson.

The next ‘Have your say” meeting will be held at Great Kingshill Combined School on Friday 26th March 08.15-09.30 and 14.30-15.45. 

Next Meeting  

To be held at Hughenden Parish Offices, Great Kingshill on Thursday 25th March 2010 at 7.30 p.m. 

(Subsequent    meetings 6th May and 10th June -subject to confirmation)

                                                                                              Stan Jones 5/3/10
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