THEN…………………………………………………..

The team was led by the late Frederick Sharpe, the noted bell historian and campanologist, until his death in 1976.

This year therefore sees the 30th anniversary of his death. Fred Sharpe lived all his life in the small village of Launton, near Bicester in Oxfordshire, and the team is going back to Launton this autumn to give an anniversary concert – to commemorate his life and to display his really remarkable set of bells. The concert will also show the musical talents and abilities of present team members who have progressed considerably since those early days, and are now recognised as one of the finest exponents of four-in-hand ringing in the country.

When Fred Sharpe was building his team of individuals, recruited at different times, he made it possible for everyone to become part of a team, and this is also the strength of the current group. Present members of the team are just as varied – and individual – as have been teams in the past. We are also fortunate to have as Team President, Miss Mary Bliss, one of the Sharpe Trustees. Mary was a great friend of Fred Sharpe and therefore provides a key link, as do other Trustees, to those early handbell days, importantly so for those current members of the team that were not fortunate enough to meet Fred himself.

Thanks to the Sharpe Trustees the present team – with Fred’s historic bells – is allowed to flourish.
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The 2006 team is led by Peter Allen who started his ringing life in 1955; after Sunday Morning service on 14th October. By that time Peter was already a member of the Launton Church Choir and was part of the ‘Sharpe’ family as he was taking piano lessons from Elizabeth, Fred’s daughter. It was therefore a natural progression to enquire if he could ring the bells also.

Peter therefore celebrated 50 years as a handbell ringer in October 2005, and since those early treble days has progressed to become a ‘useful’ member of the team. Over that time there have been many changes in team personnel, with each group taking the ringing standard and quality to new heights. Music of course has played an important part and the range of pieces available now are far greater than before….but a key factor of the present team’s success is that they are prepared to take on pieces with greater difficulty and with much different musical interpretation. It is often said that with a good team, a leader’s job is somewhat easy….I am not sure that Peter would agree with that!

There have been similarities between Fred Sharpe and Peter; chorister, churchwarden, sportsman, team leader, but perhaps most of all personality and humour. To follow in Fred’s footsteps as Team Leader of the Launton Handbell Ringers is indeed an honour and privilege.

2006 BELLFEST (1)

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that the Launton Handbell Ringers meet up once a year with other local Handbell groups to share sounds, swap stories and to enjoy an afternoon of friendship and fellowship. This getting together was originally the brain child of June Beer of the Chiltern Handbell Ringers when she invited the Handbell Teams of Haddenham, Ivinghoe, Launton and Princes Risborough to get together to take tea and make music. That initial meeting took place in 1999 and since then a lot of real friendships have been made and a greater appreciation of each other’s skills and abilities has taken place. It was the turn of the Launton team to host the event in 2006 and everyone descended on the Village Hall in Quainton at 2.00pm on 1st April for a day that had been billed as ‘A Day of Dance’ with everyone trying as far as possible to play dance tunes or something that was connected with dance. 

The day proved to be an outstanding success yet again and we look forward to the 2007 event to be hosted by Ivinghoe.

2006 BellFest (2)

Just two weeks before the Quainton event, the Launton team travelled to Loughton, on the outskirts of Milton Keynes, to join in with the BellFest that was being held there. We have been building friendships and fellowships with a number of teams in that locality and we always look forward to the warmth and enthusiasm that comes from teams that are relatively new to the art. We first came across the Loughton handbell team in 2003 when we were invited to give a recital in their Baptist Church. Since that time we have built up a very strong bond with the ringers there and thanks to the Loughton ringers, the art of handbell ringing is now becoming well established in that neck of the woods. Since that initial meeting other teams in that part of Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire have come forward to join in with the BellFest and all in turn have made tremendous progress in a very short time. We very much look forward to our next visit to Loughton to meet up with the teams from Leighton Buzzard, Milton Keynes, Buckingham, Stony Stratford and Dunstable.   

Bulletin No 3 of Musical Notes is due out in spring 2007.  

To book The Launton Handbell Ringers for a recital contact:

Miss Joan Harris

81, North Street

Fritwell, Bicester, Oxon. OX27 7QR

Telephone: 01869 345351

E-mail address: joan.harris7@btinternet.com 
