Subject:  280 bus no longer scheduled to come down to Church End!  

In case you have not heard Arriva have decided effective 13th September 2010 to stop running the 280 bus down Churchway. Instead it will bear left at the Londis/post office stop at the Health Centre and then turn right on to Woodways and continue over the mini round abouts and then straight down Thame Road to the station and on to Thame. The buses from Oxford would follow the reverse route. The objective is to reduce the travel time from Aylesbury to Oxford by this amendment and a similar one in Wheatley.

There have been a number of emails sent to Arriva and  Bucks County Council  expressing a number of concerns and suggestions, including:

· The proposed route will cut out the greater part of the village – 150+ passengers per day according to the HPC. This will impact particularly badly on the elderly

· The route along by the Junior and primary schools is already congested  – particularly when the children start and finish

· The Parish Council has invested in bus shelters on Churchway that will be redundant.

· The duration of the journey is generally less important than the bus starting on schedule and arriving at the scheduled time. 

· While the change by the Health Centre is welcome the route should then continue along Stanbridge Road and then right onto Aston Road returning along Churchway. This would reduce the number of buses on Churchway by 50%

· An express route Aylesbury to Haddenham Station (via Pegasus Way) and on to Thame and straight to Oxford would be a welcome addition mornings and evenings to attract more commuters particularly if linked to commuter trains. ( Arriva are proposing increasing bus frequency  to 3 per hour)

Arriva’s response to the above is that the application has been made to the Traffic Commissioner and cannot be changed! Bucks County Council Senior Passenger Transport Office advises that Arriva are the best ones to determine the route since they have the details of passenger usage. In other words Arriva have decided what they will do and the BCC have endorsed it – without any reference to the Parish Council or anyone else in Haddenham. 

Relevant contacts to register any concerns you have are:

1. Arriva Customer Services

FREEPOST ANG 7624

Luton

Bedfordshire

LU4 8BR

2. Steve MacDonald
Depot Manager
Arriva the Shires & Essex
DD  01296 468747
FAX 01296 468735

Email: stevemacdonald@arriva-shires.com
 The Traffic Commissioner

 Eastern Traffic Office

Hillcrest House

386 Harehills Lane

Leeds

LS9 6NF

3. Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP
Speaker’s House
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

email: BERCOWJ@parliament.uk
Constituency Office

Tel: 020 7219 6346 (including surgery appointments)

4. John Bass 
Senior Passenger Transport Officer 
Transport for Buckinghamshire 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
County Hall 
Walton Street 
Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire 
HP20 1UY

JBASS@buckscc.gov.uk
There is also a Petition being signed at the library
The Haddenham Safe Walking and Cycling Group 
